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Christmas - God’s Gift to You

When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law,
to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.
Galatians 4:4-5

It’s the moment for which children wait so excitedly: the
time for tearing open Christmas presents. It’s thrilling to
see their excitement and joy to find out what lies beneath
the bow and paper. But often, just as quickly as the
excitement erupted, it begins to disappear. When the flying
bows and paper settle, feelings of disappointment and
ingratitude so often start to surface. The moment everyone
so eagerly looked forward to so soon ends up becoming
yet another disappointment.

For so many the Christmas season and celebration ends up
like the boxes strewn across the floor—empty. Christmas
is about giving and receiving gifts, but its focus is not on
the gifts and presents placed under a tree. The focus of
Christmas is a baby who is God in human flesh placed in a
manger.

Christmas is the celebration of the gift of God’s one and
only Son, a gift he gave to the world. It’s the gift that |
need, that you need, that this whole world needs. You see, this world—including you and me—is wrapped and
covered in sin. It’s this covering of sin that leaves us empty and disappointed and looking for more gifts and
other presents that we hope will fill the void. But they can’t.

It is only through the gift of God’s Son, and his life and death that removes from you the ugly covering and
wrapping of your sins. Jesus did not come to be placed under a Christmas tree, but to hang upon a tree, not as an
ornament, but as the one who would die upon it to pay for all of your sins. His perfect, innocent life and death are
gifts he offers to you to make you his perfect and holy child and heir of heaven.

Christmas is so much more than presents placed beneath a tree. It’s the sure and certain fulfillment of God’s most
treasured gift to you, your Savior from sin, Jesus Christ. It’s a gift we want to share with you. It’s a gift we want
to enjoy with you this season and all year long.

Join Us at Living Hope! 7305 208™ Ave NE, Redmond, WA 98053
Sunday Worship — 10:15am. For more information, please visit www.lhlc.org

Join Us at Evergreen Court! 900 124™ Ave NE, Bellevue, WA 98005
Sunday Worship (2™ & 4" Sundays) at 1:30pm. For more information call 425-868-9404
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Join Us for Worship and Fellowship!

In addition to our regular Sunday Services at 10:15am we are hosting additional
Services and Events during the next few weeks.

e Kid’s Craft Class — Dec 10" 9am (register)

e Evening of Praise — Dec 10" 6pm

e Children’s Christmas Service — Dec 11" 10:15am
e Christmas Eve Service — Dec 24" 6pm

e Christmas Day Service — Dec 25" 10:15am

e Family Movie Night — Dec 30" 6:30pm

e Epiphany Evening of Prayer —Jan 21* 6pm

To register for events or to find out more contact us by phone (425-868-9404) or

email info@Ihlc.org

At Living Hope you have the opportunity to:
Grow in Faith, Hope & Love.

Worship: Sunday Services

Study: Adult & Children’s programs
Serve: Support our Mission Work
Fellowship: Events at Living Hope
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